							   Notes to the Teacher 





Title: Touring a Distribution Center


Lesson: Agriculture and the Global Economy


Classroom Activity


							


Purpose:





The purpose of this activity is to introduce to you how agricultural commodities are transported out to other destinations.





Activity Directions:	





Your teacher will be taking your class to a local seaport, warehouse, airport, or trucking station where transportation of local agricultural commodities takes place.  You will be given a tour of the facility.  During this tour, answer the questions on the Student Activity Worksheet on your own or ask the guide/director.





Materials Needed:





1. 	Walking shoes.


2. 	Pencil.


3. 	Student Activity Worksheet.





Notes to the Teacher: 





Somewhere in your area there is probably an agricultural facility (factory, warehouse, bakery, farming operation) that transports items by boat, train, automobile, or airplane.  We suggest that you accompany your class on a tour of these areas in order for your students to become more familiar with the importance of the distribution process in their area.





If this activity is not conducive to your school rules or is not financially possible, then invite a representative from a distribution center to speak to your classroom instead. 





Some questions that the guide/director can cover while talking to your students:


1. 	What items are shipped?


2. 	How are these items transported (airplane, truck, boat)


3. 	How are these item packaged so damage will not occur?


4. 	How long can the items be transported before they spoil/die?


5. 	Do their items ripen while they are being shipped?  How are the items handled in order for them to ripen fully?


6. 	If they are transporting live animals, how are these animals handled so that shipping fever is minimized?


7. 	Is their facility busy year round?  What is their busiest season?


8. 	What is the destination of the commodity?


9. 	What regulations must be followed?


10.	What considerations need to be made for these items were they to be shipped out of the country?
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Title: Touring a Distribution Center


Lesson: Agriculture and the Global Economy


Classroom Activity Worksheet





Answer the following questions as the guide/director goes over them.  Some may not apply to your facility.





1. What products are shipped?


	
































2. How are the products transported (airplane, truck, boat)?








	


























3. How are the products packaged so damage will not occur?
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4. How long can the products be transported before they spoil/die?


	












































5. Does the product ripen during shipping?  How is the product handled in order  


    for them to ripen fully?


	















































6. If they are transporting live animals, how are these animals handled in order to minimize 


    shipping fever?
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7. Is the facility busy year round?  What is their busiest season?


	
































8. What is the destination of the commodity?


	





























9. What regulations must be followed?
































10.	What considerations need to be made for these items were they to be shipped out of the 	country?
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Lesson: Agriculture and the Global Economy


Vocabulary Words and Definitions


							





1.  Trade barriers:


	Laws and regulations that control the amount of trading that goes on in a particular 	country.





2.  Protectionism:


	The process of protecting domestic producers by placing regulations on foreign 	competitors.
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Lesson: Agriculture and the Global Economy


Bank of Questions





1.	Question:	What agricultural commodities does your county export to other countries?





	Answer:	Each answer will be different for each county.


		


2.	Question:	Why is California an important state for importing goods from other countries?





	Answer:	California has many international seaports and airports which receive imported goods.  After many of the goods arrive, they are transported over the extensive network of highways, railways, and airways to other states.





3.	Question:	What are six ag commodities that California exports to other countries?  





	Answer:	1. 	Beef cattle	7. 	Rice


		2. 	Cotton lint	8. 	Grapes


		3. 	Almonds	9. 	Walnuts


		4. 	Grapes	10.	Wheat


		5. 	Fish	11.	Prunes


		6. 	Oranges	12.	Lemons, etc.





4.	Question:	What are six ag commodities that the Unites States exports to other countries?





	Answer:	1. 	Corn	6. 	Tobacco


		2. 	Soybeans	7. 	Fruits and fruit products


		3. 	Cotton	8. 	Hides


		4. 	Wheat	9. 	Vegetables and preparations


		5. 	Red meats	10.	Sorghum, etc.





5.	Question:	Name the five leading U.S. trade partners.





	Answer:	1. 	Japan	4. 	Mexico


		2. 	Europe	5. 	South Korea


		3. 	Canada





6.	Question:	List six ag commodities that are imported to the United States. 





	Answer:	1. 	Coffee	6. 	Sugar


		2. 	Vegetables and preparations	7. 	Cocoa products


		3. 	Beef	8. 	Bananas


		4. 	Fruit juices	9. 	Oils and waxes


		5. 	Wines	10.	Natural rubber, etc.
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