							   Notes to the Teacher 





Title: Discussion on Agricultural Trends


Lesson: Agricultural Trends


Classroom Activity


							


Purpose:





The purpose of this activity is to introduce to students an awareness about the current trends occurring in agriculture.





Activity Directions:	





Your teacher has invited a local farmer, ag consultant, or rancher to come in and talk about how the current trends in agriculture have positively and negatively affected him/her.  He/she will be discussing issues concerning population growth and movement, social change, and technical advances in agriculture.  Answer the questions on the Student Activity Worksheet during the discussion.





Materials Needed:





1. Student Activity Worksheet.


2. Pencil.





Notes to the Teacher:





This is an opportunity for your students to gain opinions from the "outside" community.  However, we suggest that you get someone that is open minded on many issues so that a biased opinion can be avoided. 





The following questions appear on the Student Activity Worksheet.  





1.	How has population growth affected your (visitor) operation?


2.	How does the visitor feel about future population growth?  How will this affect their 	operation?


3.	How have environmental issues and laws affected the visitor? 


4.	What is he/she doing in order to deal with these new environmental issues?


5.	Today many people are becoming more health conscious.  Does this affect the visitor's 	operation or business? How?


6.	Technology has advanced tremendously in the 20th century.  How has modern 	technology affected the visitor's operation or business?
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Title: Discussion on Agricultural Trends


Lesson: Agricultural Trends


Classroom Activity Worksheet





Answer the following questions during the presentation with the visitor.





1.	How has population growth affected your operation?





	Positively:
































	Negatively:
































2.	How does the visitor feel about future population growth?  How will this affect your 	operation?























�
3.	How have environmental issues and laws affected the visitor? 





	Positively:









































	Negatively:









































4.	What is he/she doing in order to deal with these new environmental issues?

































































5.	Today many people are becoming more health conscious.  Does this affect the visitor's 	operation or business? How?





















































6.	Technology has advanced tremendously in the 20th century.  How has modern technology 	affected the visitor's operation or business?


	Positively:















































	Negatively:
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Lesson: Agricultural Trends


Vocabulary Words and Definitions


							


1.  Urban:


	Within a city.





2.  Suburban:


	Outskirts of a city.


	


3.  Legislation:


	The act of creating rules and resolutions.
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Lesson: Agricultural Trends


Bank of Questions





1.	Question:	How has population growth positively and negatively affected agriculture?





	Answer:	This is an opinion question.  Some suggested answers are:


		Positive:


			1. More people...more demand...more selling...more money.


			2. Increased diversity of agricultural commodities.


		Negative:


			1. Less suitable farmland available.


			2. Higher costs for available land.


			3. Higher demand for available water.





2.	Question:	How have environmental issues positively and negatively affected agriculture?





	Answer:	This is an opinion question.  Some suggested answers are:


		Positive:


			1. Increased awareness for the environment.


			2. Conservation of soil, animals, air, etc.


			2. Changing of farming methods so they are safer for everyone and 					    everything.


		Negative:


			1. Inconvenience and increased expense on the operators part.





3.	Question:	People are becoming more health conscious.  How does this affect agriculture?





	Answer:	This is an opinion question.  Some suggested answers are:


		- Some operations will loose money (beef and swine) due to concerns about fat content.


		- Some operations will gain money (poultry, organic farming, vegetable crops) due to health reasons.


		- Some operations will not be affected at all.





4.	Question:	How have advances in technology positively or negatively affected agriculture?





	Answer:	This is an opinion question.  Some suggested answers are:


		Positive: 


			1. Machinery: more power, faster, and more efficient.


			2. Computers: better record keeping ability, user friendly.


		Negative:


			1. Increased initial costs, operation/repair costs


			2. Competition amongst large and small operations.
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