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Title: Awareness about Agencies in Agriculture


  Lesson: Agencies for Agriculture


Classroom Activity Worksheet


							


Purpose:





The purpose of this activity is to introduce to you different Federal, State, and Local agencies in agriculture.





Activity Directions:	





Below is a list of governmental agencies with a brief list of their functions.  On a separate piece of paper, complete the following tasks...


1. 	Choose three agencies that interest you.


2. 	Review their functions.  If material is available, research any further information   (pamphlets, books, lecture notes).


3. 	Write a paragraph which summarizes the responsibilities and functions about each of your choices.


4. 	Be prepared to orally explain each of your agencies in front of the class.





List of government agencies and their descriptions:





Federal Government:





1. 	United States Department of Agriculture (USDA): Oversees agricultural research, subsidy programs, educational efforts, agricultural statistics; and determines regulations for food products.


2. 	United States Forest Service (USFS): Manages National Forests, administers timber sales, regulates range and watershed uses.


3. 	Bureau of Land Management (BLM): Administers use of range lands for grazing, and recreational use.


4. 	Soil Conservation Service (SCS): Conducts research and education to improve soil management practices.


5. 	Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS): Regulates the influx and employment of foreign agricultural workers.


6. 	Environmental Protection Agency (EPA): Administers and enforces regulations dealing with the use of agricultural chemicals (fertilizers, pesticides, etc.)


7. 	Food and Drug Administration (FDA): Administers the use of chemicals used in the production and processing of food products. (hormones, preservatives, etc.).


8.	Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA): Enforces regulations providing for the safety and health of agricultural workers.





�
State Government (California):





1. 	Department of Food and Agricultural: Overall protection and regulation of agricultural interests, including pest control, chemical control, weights and measures, licensing, etc.


2. 	Water Resources Board: Administers the generation and distribution of California's water resources.


3. 	California Department of Forestry: Manages state timber resources and fire protection.


4. 	University of California Cooperative Extension: Conducts basic agricultural research and educational programs, provides information to growers, and administers state 4-H programs.


	


Local Government: (General examples)


	


1. 	Local Irrigation Districts: Manages sales & distribution of water resources.


2. 	County Agriculture Commissioner's Office: Local arm of the State Department of Food and Agriculture.  Enforces regulations covering chemical use, pest control, etc.  Administers quality assessment programs.








Materials Needed:





1. Student Activity Worksheet.


2. Paper.


3. Pencil.


4. Pamphlets, books, and lecture notes that go over different agencies.


5. Newspaper articles containing references to the various agencies.


�
Lesson: Agencies for Agriculture


Bank of Questions





1.	Question:	Choose four Federal Government agencies and list some of their functions.





	Answer:	1.	United States Department of Agriculture (USDA): Oversees agricultural research, subsidy programs, educational efforts, agricultural statistics; and determines regulations for different food products.


	2. 	United States Forest Service (USFS): Manages National Forests, administers timber sales, regulates range and watersheds use, etc.


	3. 	Bureau of Land Management (BLM): Administers use of range lands for grazing, recreational use, etc.


	4.	Soil Conservation Service (SCS): Conducts research and education to improve soil management practices.


	5.	Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS): Regulates the influx and employment of foreign agricultural workers.


	6.	Environmental Protection Agency (EPA): Administers and enforces regulations dealing with the use of agricultural chemicals (fertilizers, pesticides)


	7.	Food and Drug Administration (FDA): Administers the use of chemicals used in the production and processing of food products. (hormones, preservatives)


	8.	Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA): Enforces regulations providing for the safety and health of agricultural workers.





2.	Question:	List two State Government (California) agencies and list some of their functions.





	Answer:	1.	Department of Food and Agricultural: Overall protection and regulation of agricultural interests, including pest control, chemical control, weights and measures, licensing, etc.


	2.	Water Resources Board: Administers the generation and distribution of California's water resources.


	3.	California Department of Forestry: Manages state timber resources and fire protection.


	4.	University of California Cooperative Extension: Conducts basic agricultural research and educational programs, provides information to growers, and administers state 4-H programs.





3.	Question:	List any local government agencies in your community and list some of their functions.





	Answer:	Answers will vary for each county or community.  Examples include:





		1. 	Local water district or water board.


		2. 	County farm advisor.


		3. 	4-H advisor/leader.


		4. 	City parks and recreation.


		5. 	County agriculture commissioner.
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