







   Notes to the Teacher 

Title:  Ideal House 
Lesson:  Importance of Plants to People

Classroom Activity

Purpose:

This activity will help you become aware of how important plants are to us in our daily lives.

Activity Directions:
Think about the house that you want to have when you grow up.  What kinds of things do you want to include in or around it.  Create a picture of your ideal house, and list the things which you think are important.  You may draw it, or find pictures of houses with your ideas in a magazine.

Material Needed:
1.
Drawing paper.

2.
Colored pens/pencils.

3.
Magazines, real estate advertisements, and/or other sources for pictures of homes.

Notes to teacher: 

Let the students go wild.  They should be encouraged to put in all of the things that they think are important, or that they value.

After they have drawn their pictures, have them remove all of the items which were made from plants.  After they have removed the things made from plants, have them check each others work to see if they missed anything.

The instructor may choose one or two students' drawings to discuss with the class to see if indeed everything was removed.  This includes the boards for the house's frame, patios, ornamental plants, gardens, cotton clothing, leather shoes (the cattle eat plants for food); everything which was derived from plants.

Discuss the importance of plants, and how much they actually provide for us.
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Title:  Ideal House
Lesson:  Importance of Plants to People

Classroom Activity

Activity Directions:
The purpose of this activity is to become aware of how important plants are to us in our daily lives.

Think about the house that you want to have when you grow up.  What kinds of things do you want to include in or around it.  Create a picture of your ideal house, and make a list of the contents in the home which you think are important.  You may draw it, or find pictures of houses with your ideas in a magazine.

Materials Needed:

1.  Drawing paper.

2.  Colored pens/pencils.

3.  Magazines, real estate advertisements, and/or other sources for pictures of homes.

Lesson:  Importance of Plants to People

Bank of Questions

1.
Question:
Name four essential things that plants provide to animals and people.


Answer:
Oxygen, food, fiber for clothing, products for shelter production, by-

products such as turpentine, and dyes.

2.
Question:
How do plants influence people and their surroundings?


Answer:
Shade, windbreaks, erosion control, noise control, reduction of glare, and 

beautification.

3.
Question:
How do plants enrich the soil?


Answer:
They add organic matter which increases the water holding capacity and 

infiltration rates.  Legumes also add nitrogen to the soil.
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