Lesson:  Biology of Insects

Vocabulary Words and Definitions

1.  Thorax:


The part of insects which contains its locomotive organs (i.e. wings, legs).

2.  Abdomen:


The portion of an insect's body which contains the digestive, reproductive, 
respiratory, and excretory organs.

3.  Metamorphosis:


The process by which organisms completely change in appearance (caterpillar ->butterfly).

4.  Larvae:


the earliest form of any animal which must metamorphose before maturing.

5.  Pupae:


The intermediate stage between larva and adults.

6.  Adults:


The completely metamorphosized insect which is reproductively mature.
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Lesson:  Biology of Insects

Bank of Questions

1.
Question:  
List the three insect body parts and describe the subparts included .


Answer:  
A.  Head:  Antennae, eyes, and mouth parts.



B.  Thorax:  Wings and three pair of legs.



C.  Abdomen:  Digestive, reproductive, respiratory, and excretory organs.

2.
Question:  
What is the meaning of "metamorphosis" and why is it important to insects?


Answer:  
Metamorphosis is the complete changing of the form and structure of the insect as it matures.



It is important because many insects go through metamorphosis.  If they did not, they would never reach sexual maturity, and the insect species would die out.

3.
Question:  
True or false?  All insects undergo metamorphosis.  ______


Answer:  
False.  Some insects only go through partial metamorphosis.  Others do not undergo any at all.
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