Lesson:
Inside the Microcomputer

Vocabulary Words and Definitions

1.  Binary System:


Expressed as 2 digits (0 or 1).

2.  Bit:


One binary digit (0 or 1).

3.  Byte:


8 bits.  Each number or letter on a computer uses 1 byte.

4.  Memory:


An electronic means of storing information (data and software).

5.  ROM (Read Only Memory):


Often contains special instructions for the computer on how to operate.

6.  RAM (Random Access Memory):


Stores programs instructions (software) and data that is processed.

7.  Kilobytes (K):


Memory capacity is measured in kilobytes of memory which equals 1000 bytes. 

(ex. 56K = 56,000 bytes)

8.  Megabytes: 


1000 kilobytes or 1 million bytes.

9.  Microchips: 


Silicon (glass) wafers which contain electrical circuitry.

10.  CPU:


Central Processing Unit.  An example of microchips.
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Bank of Questions

1.
Question:
What is a bit?


Answer:
A bit is one binary digit (0 or 1).
2.
Question:
What is a byte?


Answer:
A byte is eight bits.
3.
Question:
"ROM" is the initial for  ___________  ____________  ____________.


Answer:
Read Only Memory
4.
Question:
"RAM" is the initial for  ___________  ____________  ____________.


Answer:
Random Access Memory
5.
Question:
What types of computer equipment can be used for permanent storage?


Answer:
Floppy magnetic disks, laser disks, magnetic tape, hard disks.
6.
Question:
A kilobyte equals ______ bytes.


Answer:
1000
7.
Question:
What are microchips?


Answer:
Microchips are silicon (glass) wafers which contain electrical circuitry.
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